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LTHOUGH the summer of I966 was stormy in Alaska and the 
Yukon, with prolonged periods of bad weather and extremely 

· gh winds, a number of outstanding climbs were successfully 
carried out. Generally speaking most of these were accomplished early 
in the season. 

On Mount McKinley, the highest point of the Alaska Range, 20,320 
ft., a party of four ascended the West Buttress route, reaching the South 
Peak on June 23. A party of three Alaskans used the Karstens Ridge 
route and reached the North Summit a week later, on June 30, by using 
an ice-couloir from the Harper glacier. A two weeks' storm which then 
set in prevented them from climbing the slightly higher South Peak. 
Several weeks later a party of three from Swarthmore College succeeded 
in getting two of their group to the top of the North Peak on July I7, 
and in the following two days two groups of two each reached the South 
Peak. Although not completed in 1966, the first winter ascent of the 
mountain was accomplished on March I, I967, by three men, Art 
Davidson, Dave Johnston, and Ray Genet of a party of ~ight, which 
was flown in to the Kahiltna glacier on January 29. Two days later, a 
member of the party, a Frenchman, Jacques Batkin, fell into a crevasse 
on the glacier at 8ooo ft. and was killed. The party had to contend 
with considerable stormy weather and severe cold and high winds, but 
all others returned safely following the successful summit climb by 
the three. 

The near-by Mount Hunter, 14,570 ft., was climbed twice. An 
American group of three was flown in to a landing at Ssoo ft. on the 
Tokositna glacier by Don Sheldon from Talkeetna. They then estab ... 
lished a camp at 88oo ft., from which they attacked the I Soo ft. wall 
leading to the North-east ridge. Much snow and high wind slowed 
progress but they finally reached the summit over the North-east 
ridge on June 21, to find that a Japanese party from the Student Section 
of the Japanese Alpine Club had beaten them by one day climbing 
from the other side. This Japanese party had flown in to the Kahiltna 
glacier on June 3. 

Following their success on Mount Hunter, the Japanese party then 
moved over to attack Mount Foraker, 17,400 ft., and started up the 
East ice-fall to the North-east ridge on June 28. Fortunately they 

• 



• 

330 NORTH AMERICAN NOTES 

were able to rise quickly to a high altitude, where they were above the 
extremely stormy weather suffered by other parties in the area and thus 
succeeded in placing three of their number on the summit on July 7· 
After this ascent the entire party walked out the sixty miles to Talkeetna 
under very trying conditions 

Mount Russell, 11,67o ft., was attempted in late June and early July 
by a strong American and English party. Their try at the North-east 
ridge was completely frustrated by the bad weather conditions which 
literally blew them off the mountain, destroying several tents and blow
ing away some of the food supply.1 

A new section of the Alaska Range was opened up last summer to 
serious climbing. A Harvard Mountaineering Club party flew on 
September 2 from Anchorage to a glacier to the north-east of the high
est peak of the Cathedral Spires, an almost unknown group of spec
tacular granite peaks considerably west of Mount McKinley. They 
were plagued with a lot of bad weather which impeded reconnaissance 
of this new and unexplored group, but eventually succeeded in climbing 
four of the peaks including the highest one, 898 5 ft., which they called 
'Kichatna Spire'. The three others climbed and named by them were 
Vertex Peak, 7300 ft., Avalanche Peak, 6900 ft., and Rock Prong, 
6500 ft. At the conclusion of the trip, the party walked the twenty-seven 
miles to Rainy Pass Lodge on the south side after making a circular 
traverse of four glaciers. 

In the Chugach Range, the second ascent of lVIount Marcus Baker, 
13,176 ft., was successfully accomplished. Two Alaskans flew on April 
20 to 8ooo ft. on the Knik glacier between Mount lVIarcus Baker and 
Mount Goode, 1o,61o ft. In two days a high camp was established, 
using skis, at Io,soo ft. The next day the two climbers reached the 
summit of Mount Marcus Baker via the snow and icy crust of the ·West 
face, using skis to I 2,ooo ft. and then crampons. They then turned 
their attention to Mount Goode and on the 24th skied up the east side 
to within a few hundred feet of the summit and then completed the 
ascent on crampons, thereby achieving the first ascent of this peak. The 
party then skied and walked out. 

In the St. Elias 1\tlotintains, there were a number of noteworthy 
ascents in both Alaska and the Yukon. By all odds the most interesting 
and most significant \vas an ascent of Mount Logan by the West ridge . 
This involved a traverse of King Peak, which forms the major portion 
of that ridge. A party of ten under the leadership of Boy d. N. Evcrett Jr. 
flew in from Glennallen, Alaska, to the 8ooo ft. level on the Quintino 
Sella glacier near the border, on June 21. They had with them an Arctic 
Cat, model r oo, which they used to lighten the moving of camps on the 
glacier. This machine was used by the support party of four all the \vay 
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to King Col, with an appreciable saving in time and effort in moving 
the bulk of the supplies. 

Camp I was established at Io,ooo ft. and here the six-man climbing 
party started their ascent of the West ridge while the four-man support 
party continued up the King Trench to meet the other group at King 
Col. The climbing party established six camps on the West ridge and 
two of the group reached the summit of King Peak on July 5 although 
they returned to Camp VI that night. The next day the whole party 
traversed the summit and established Camp VII. The next two days 
they brought all their loads across from Camp VI and prepared the 
4000 ft. descent to King Col. On the gth the party started down to King 
Col. They had I Soo ft. of fixed rope with them and considered that 
this would be sufficient for the descent of the ice face, which they had 
estimated at some 6oo ft., but which proved to be very much longer. 
They ran out of rope and used their climbing rope without reaching the 
bottom, but fortunately one of the party had retrieved 300 ft. of rope 
which he had hoped to salvage for some later use. This proved just 
sufficient to get the party down to snow soft enough to use their crampons 
on. To make matters worse the party had been hit by a high wind with 
intense cold on the middle of the face, so that it was imperative to con
tinue the descent at all costs in order to reach a more sheltered spot for 
a bivouac, which was made that night at 14,500 ft., where the two 
members of the party ·without sleeping bags spent a comfortable night 
at 0° Fahrenheit. The following morning the climbing party walked 
down to King Col, where they rejoined the support party. This group, 
in the meanwhile, had been using their time to advantage. Three of the 
group had, on July 8, climbed a 17,300 ft. peak north of King Peak, 
which they christened 'Queen Peak'. On the 13th two of this group with 
one of the climbing party ascended King Peak to retrieve the gear left 
on the summit. The climb took eighteen hours under good conditions. 
With the party reunited, the entire group moved on to the main mass of 
Mount Logan and after establishing four more camps, the final one, 
Camp XII, at 17,soo ft., reached the Central, and highest, Summit, 
19,850 ft., on July 17. The ascent had taken twenty-seven days but the 
descent was made in one long day with the aid of the snow-cat to carry 
the heavy loads from King Col. 

Just prior to this new ascent, a six-man party from the Mountaineers 
of Seattle made an ascent of Mount Logan by substantially the same 
route as the original party, except that they flew in to the Quintino Sella 
glacier, just as the Everett party was to do a month later. Arriving here 
on June 13 they continued up this glacier to the King glacier and thence 
up to King Col, reaching the summit on June 25. 

Another interesting climb in this area " ·as the ascent of Mount 
Seattle, Io,185 ft., by a six-man party from Seattle. Unlike most recent 
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climbing groups, this one chose to land by barge at the snout of the 
Hubbard glacier in Russell Fiord, where they disembarked on May 7· 
The group was sponsored by the Seattle Broadcasting Co. and hence 
had two men from that organisation with considerable radio equipment 
to keep in touch with the outside world as well as the climbing group. 
Leaving the radio group at tidewater, the climbing party moved out 
and established Camp I six miles up the glacier, and then Camp II at 
Upham Col, 5200 ft., and some nine miles from the beach, where they 
received an air drop, which they fortunately retrieved before a storm 
hit and covered the area with new sno\V. From here Camp Ill was 
established at the base of the South ridge. Following some difficult 
snow couloirs they reached the crest of the ridge and established Camp 
IV at 7200 ft., from which they reached the summit on May 16. The 
return was made by the same route. 

Mount St. Elias, the second highest peak of the range, was attempted 
by an eight-man group of the Colorado State University St. Elias 
Expedition. They flew in to a camp at 7 soo ft. on the west side of the 
peak on June I 5 with the aim of trying to ascend the South-west buttress 
to the North-west ridge. They reached an altitude of I3,ooo ft. at the 
foot of the buttress, but felt the technical difficulties were too great for 
the party to continue. 

Mount Alverstone, 14,500 ft., was climbed for the second time by a 
four-man group, which utilised a new route on the North-east face. 
They flew by helicopter from Kluane Lake to a base camp on the Lowell 
glacier. Then in two days of snowshoeing they established a camp at 
the pass at the head of the branch of the glacier which starts under 
Mounts Alverstone and Kennedy. 1.,he summit was reached on July 25 
and the party then walked out to Kluane Lake in three days of hard 

• gotng. 
To the north-\vest of Mount St. Elias, a Japanese party, of the Alpine 

Club of Tokyo University of Education expedition, flew to the Klutlan 
glacier on July 24 with the objective of climbing Mounts Bona and 
Churchill. On the 27th t\vo of the party climbed a I4,916 ft. peak two 
and a half miles north-east of Bona. On August 2 two of the group 
reached the summit of Mount Bona, 16,42 I ft. for the fourth ascent. 
On the 4th three more men reached the summit, and a day later three 
men climbed 1\1ount Churchill, I 5, 63 8 ft., for a second ascent. 

In Canada there were a number of interesting climbs. In the Rockies, 
Mount Temple was climbed on August 3 and 4 by two men up a new 
route on the North face. The second ascent of the North face of Mount 
Edith Cavell was made by a t\vo-man party. The first winter ascent 
of lVIount Hungabee was made on December 20 by a three-man party 
which spent a night on the ridge of the regular route. A few months 
later another three.-rnan group made the first winter ascent of Mount 
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Lefroy on March 24, 1967, after a storm-bound day at the Abbott Pass 
hut. 

Across the Rocky Mountain Trench, in the Bugaboo group of the 
Purcell Range, three climbers put up a fine and difficult new route, a 
first ascent of the South face of Snowpatch Spire on July 21 and 22. 

There was also considerable activity in the Selkirks where a University 
of Wisconsin party made seven first ascents and one second ascent in 
the Albert Icefield area and another group of seven made one first ascent 
and five new routes in the northern section. 

In the Cariboo Range a geological survey party under Dr. R. B. 
Camp bell made some thirty first ascents in the course of their work. 

In the Coast Range, the Pantheon group, north of Mount Waddington, 
was visited by a party of the B.C. Mountaineers, which accomplished 
some thirteen first ascents. In the near-by Bella Coola Mountains, two 
new ascents were made. 
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